
White Hill Winter/Spring Clubs 2020
All Clubs Start the week of January 20th*

*unless noted

Lunchtime Clubs 

Mondays:
Chess and Board Games Club with Ms. Solarz - Room 503 

• Want to learn how to play chess or learn some new strategies?  Want to participate in a 
chess tournament or just drop in for a game or two?  Then come check out the Chess 
Club.  This will be a place for you to learn step by step how to move each piece and 
challenge your peers to one of the oldest board games played worldwide.  ALSO, the 
room is stocked with card games to board games (Apples to Apples, Stratego, Checkers, 
Parcheesi, and many more!). It is a safe and relaxing place for students to make friends 
and interact in an environment where they have common interests with their peers. We 
encourage students to bring in their own games as well.  

Trivia Club with Miss Vidal: 8th Grade Students - Room 212 
• Students work collaboratively to create trivia questions for friendly competitions 

supervised and organized by Miss Vidal.

Creative Writing & Poetry Club with Mrs. Frank – Room 216  
• Do you love to write? Are you a poet and you know it?  Then, come join our supportive 

writing community!  We will explore descriptive writing, developing character and plot, 
or simply finding your voice.  Whether you would like to learn some tips, or just find a 
quiet corner to write your heart out, all writers are welcome!  Join us Mondays at lunch 
in Rm. 216.

White Hill TV Club with Ms. Skinner-Room 206  
• Help contribute to a video series about the White Hill Middle School experience! Once a 

month we’ll release a new episode of White Hill TV filled with videos you create that 
highlight what’s happening at our school and bring together the White Hill Community!  
Meets Monday’s and Thursday’s.



Tuesdays: 

Finance Club with Mr. Charles James - Room 100
For all grades and genders!

• The Finance Club, which does not presume any particular background knowledge, is 
intended to be very general and conversational with ongoing group discussions about 
concepts such as:    * Basics of Investing Rules and Guidelines.                                                 
                                  * How to plan for lifetime wealth accumulation.                                       
                                  * Stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and other financial products.                   
                                  * Basic economic terminology and concepts

•  The club is intended to be fun and interactive, with active student input guiding topics 
of interest.  We will monitor weekly financial and political news events and discuss how 
they are seen impacting the world of investing.  

• Bring your lunch!

Dance Club with Ms. Sherry - Room 415 BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
• Dance Club is for students of all dance levels and experience to come and enjoy music, 

share their favorite dance moves, and learn new ones. Throughout the quarter, we will 
explore a variety of styles and genres including hip hop, salsa,African dance, and pop 
culture. Students will be able to request other genres and movements they are interested 
in learning or even teaching. Don’t forget to wear comfortable clothes & shoes!

Friendship Bracelet & Lanyard Club w/ Ms. Coble-Room 214 NEW THIS YEAR 
• Students will meet to make friendship bracelets and lanyards for themselves, friends, and 

family.  If you’re a pro, please come and help teach newbies the art!    

Manga Club with Mr. Freitas - Room 601 NEW THIS YEAR 
• Students will come together to read Manga (a style of Japanese comic books and graphic 

novels), draw the characters, and listen to music from the shows.  We will also host 
baking challenges to see who did it best for that Manga. 

Children for Change - Room 503 (Ms. Solarz’s room) STARTS JAN 14th
Children for change is back for its fifth year at White Hill and we are excited to get 
started!  Students will continue to expand their understanding of issues facing the world, 
focusing on Climate Change.  Students will volunteer within our community, do hands-
on work with people and organizations in need, educate others on things about which 
they are passionate, and advocate for change before the Board of Supervisors or Town 
Council if they choose.  They raise money for victims of natural disasters, donate to 
charities they believe in, and generally make the world a better place!  We will be joined 
this year by Annelise Bauer, Elizabeth Miller, Lynne Solarz, Christina Forte, Amy 
Blanchard, Paige Fine, Para Ambardar, and various guest speakers from the Bay Area. 



Wednesdays: 

Knitting Club with Ms. Ruzzier (Open to all grades and genders) – Room 501
• Have you always wanted to learn how to make a warm fuzzy scarf?  Join the Knitting 

Club!  Come at the beginning of lunch, we eat together and then we knit! Experienced 
knitters are welcome but no experience is necessary and I will provide you with needles 
and yarn. 

The Pride Alliance with Ms. Pelton & Ms. Arbree- Counseling Center
• The Pride Alliance is a safe space open to anyone to looking to build community and 

celebrate our diverse school.  Through team building exercises, interactive projects, and 
field trips, we will learn about ourselves and how we can better serve our community.  

Coding Club with Ms. Skinner - Room 206 
• All skill levels are welcome to join Ms. Skinner’s coding club!  You can pursue personal 

projects or participate in our monthly challenges.  Come join us to find out more!

Spirit Club with Ms. Born and Mr. Obenshain - Room 213 
• As a club, we will generate community spirit at While Hill.  Some of our projects include 

deciding spirit days (dress-up days and lunchtime activities), creating art galleries in the 
library, and creating staff vs. student events (Dodgeball, volleyball, basketball, etc..).  Plus 
many more! 

•

Speech Club with Mrs. Frank - Room 216 BACK AGAIN THIS WINTER!!
• Do you like to debate, read aloud with feeling, persuade others, or simply share your 

writing? Here's your chance to speak up!  Students learn to write and give a variety of 
speeches in a supportive environment. They are encouraged to participate in the Margie 
Burke Speech Tournament hosted by Ross School. This club meets until the tournament 
which is on Saturday, April 25, 2019. Over 160 sixth, seventh, and eighth graders 
participate from over 30 public and private middle schools throughout Marin County. 
Students can compete in the following categories: Original Prose/Poetry, Dramatic 
Interpretation, Impromptu, and Persuasive Speaking.  It's a great challenge and 
opportunity to win an academic competition!



Wednesdays (cont.):
Marin YMCA Model United Nations with YMCA’s Nana Sosa – Room 202 
BACK AGAIN THIS WINTER!!  STARTS JAN 15TH

• California YMCA Youth & Government has offered the Model United Nations (MUN) 
program to middle school students throughout the state since 2001. Middle school 
students (delegates) participate in the program with their peers. They are given the 
opportunity to discuss international issues, discover other cultures, develop life-
enhancing skills, and make new friends. The program culminates when delegates from 
around the state meet at the annual Model United Nations Summit in Los Angeles, 
California. While there, they will not only learn more about the program area in which 
they are participating (Economic and Social Council, Non-Governmental Organizations, 
International Court of Justice, etc.), but they will receive training in areas such as public 
speaking, decision-making, cultural competency, and evidence-based persuasion.

Once at the Summit, delegates take on the roles of their country’s UN representatives, 
committee chairs, and presiding officers. They get to put their research and newfound 
knowledge to work as they perform their roles and explore how the United Nations is 
run. In this unique experience, middle schoolers deal with international issues that affect 
our world.

Meetings are on Wednesdays from January 15 to May 6 at lunchtime.  Students may 
participate in the first two sessions to get a feel for the program before making a financial 
commitment by Jan 30th.  Please see the attached flyer from Nana for more detailed 
information.

Thursdays:
Basketball with Coach Desmond – WH Gym

• Come to this club to play and have fun in a non-competitive atmosphere.  You will have 
the opportunity to sharpen your skills with Coach Desmond and to have fun as well.

Be the One/Beyond Differences Club with Ms. Pelton and Ms. Arbree - 
Counseling Center       Every other Thursday

• The club is student-led organization whose mission is to help end social isolation on 
campus. We will hold school-wide activities during lunch that will involve games, 
events, dancing, music, movies, bake sales and raffles. The idea is to mix-it-up with all 
grade levels and make new friends.

French Club with Mrs. Born-Room 213 NEW DAY!
• Are you taking French and falling in love with the language? Come fall in love with the 

culture, too! Club Français is the perfect chance to parler en français et apprendre la 
culture française!



White Hill TV Club with Ms. Skinner-Room 206
• Help contribute to a video series about the White Hill Middle School experience! Once a 

month we’ll release a new episode of White Hill TV filled with videos you create that 
highlight what’s happening at our school and bring together the White Hill Community! 
Meets Monday’s and Thursday’s.

Mathletes with Mr. Horne-Room 203 STARTS JAN 9TH
• Do you like math? Are you interested in solving problems that are a little more fun and 

challenging than the ones you usually see in math class? Swing by Mathletes and have 
fun with problems that will stimulate your math brain. And join the team for four, super-
fun competitions (totally optional).  The competition dates are Jan 14, Feb 11, & Mar 17 at 
San Jose Middle School. Join us and we'll solve all your problems.

Fridays:
Questing Club with Ms. Megary – Room 102

• Are you interested in DnD, Magic: The Gathering, or other fantasy and role playing 
based games? Whether you are an experienced player or you are looking to embark on 
your first journey, come to Room 102 and meet like-minded individuals as we play and 
learn about these games and others like them!

Eco Club with Mr. Obenshain - Room 204
• We will work individually, and as a school & community to find ways we can make a 

positive impact on Mother Earth.

Disc Golf Club with Mr. Freitas - Meet in front of the Office
• Students come together to practice and play disc golf.  Learn basic throws and putting 

techniques.  Students will meet Mr. Freitas in front of the office before proceeding to the 
dirt field by the hiking trails.

Disney Fan Club with Mr. Luong - Room 110 NEW THIS YEAR
• Disney Fan Club is a gathering for all students who are hard-core fans of Walt Disney 

Animated Films or those who just enjoy singing along to classics like "Circle of Life" and 
"Let It Go". In this club, we will be watching films and discussing themes related to 
values and historical beliefs as we transverse the Disney Animated Movies library in 
order of release dates. The club will also offer opportunities for students to express their 
creative and musical sides on our Crafting and Karaoke Days. On Crafting Days, we will 
be creating small models and detailed sketches based on films - similar to ones animators 
would build to gauge initial renders of characters. Karaoke Days will provide students 
with a stage to sing their favorite Disney tunes in a safe and judgment free environment. 
Let's experience our childhood classics together with a whole new lens.



After School Clubs 

Mountain Biking Club  TO START IN MARCH!
• This club will start in March - exact date to be determined later based on the weather.  

Please look for more information in the Friday Newsletter close to this time.  Parents can 
also email Matt Adams at matt.adams@mikesbikes.com to be added to his 
communication email list.  

mailto:matt.adams@mikesbikes.com

